278                    HISTORY OF HAILEYBURY
during the principalship of Dr. Batten's successor,
Mr. Le Bas, and was a professor under the last Prin-
cipal, Dr. Melvill.    His account of the College deals
therefore with it as it existed in its latter days, and
for its efficiency under Dr. Batten testimony must be
looked for elsewhere, in the reminiscences of its grad-
uates of that time.    Dr. Batten had advantages over
Dr, Henley in that he was a graduate of an English
University, and that at the time of his appointment
he was a man in the prime of life.    Joseph Hallett
Batten was born in 1778 ; he graduated at Cambridge
as Third Wrangler in 1799; and was elected a Fel-
low of Trinity College in 1801.    When the East In-
dia College was opened in 1806, he joined its staff as
a professor of classics, or, as it was somewhat gran-
diloquently termed, Professor of Humanity and Phi-
lology.    He   seems  to   have  had  no  Anglo-Indian
connections, and to have^ owed his appointment as
Principal, in 1815, to the fact that he had shown him-
self a better teacher and disciplinarian than his asso-
ciates.    He was  only thirty-six at the time of his
appointment, and the general  opinion held of his
ability was shown by the facts that he was a Fellow
of the Royal Society and a Select Preacher before
the University of  Cambridge.    While he  held the
office of Principal, he delivered lectures on Divinity
and Classics, and according to Sir M.  Monier-Will-
iams, he was highly esteemed as a lecturer.1    Dr.
Batten's principalship lasted for twenty-three years
1 " Memorials of Old Haileybury College," p. 145.